PUNWORKS TEACHER QUICK GUIDE

Pun Writing Workshop

Grades 4-8 ¢ 20-30 minutes

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

Generate a word bank, connect two meanings or sounds, draft alternatives, and revise one pun for clarity and
audience.

MATERIALS

Two student pages per learner; pencils; optional dictionaries or classroom texts.

BEFORE YOU BEGIN

Model one clear pun and name both meanings before students begin brainstorming.

STANDARDS CONNECTIONS

Useful practice for word relationships, figurative language, drafting, revision, and speaking/listening.

SUPPORT & DIFFERENTIATION

Provide a subject-specific word bank and allow oral rehearsal before writing. Pair multilingual learners for
collaborative brainstorming.

EXTEND THE LEARNING

Write three setups for the same punchline and evaluate which gives the strongest clue without spoiling the answer.

WORKED EXAMPLE

Subject: music. Word: note. Draft: ‘The musician left a note because the song needed a message.’ Revise for a
cleaner surprise.
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PUNWORKS PUN WRITING WORKSHOP STUDENT PAGE 1

Name Date

Find the ingredients for a great pun.

Start with a subject, collect words with more than one meaning, and combine the strongest ideas.

1 PICK A SUBJECT

Choose something you know or enjoy: food, animals, school, sports, space, music, or your own idea.

2 MAKE A WORD BANK

List words connected to your subject. Include actions, objects, sounds, and describing words.

QUICK SPARKS

What could your word say, do, wear, carry, or misunderstand?

Try drawing the two meanings side by side.
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PUNWORKS PUN WRITING WORKSHOP STUDENT PAGE 2

Build, test, and improve your punchline.

Write several versions before choosing your favorite. A strong pun is understandable, surprising, and fun to say
aloud.

4 BUILD THREE POSSIBILITIES
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5 PUT YOUR FAVORITE TO THE TEST

I can explain both meanings.
The setup and punchline fit together.

It sounds good when | read it aloud.

OO

It is kind and appropriate for my audience.

MY FINISHED PUN

BONUS: Add an illustration that helps someone discover both meanings.
. J
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PUNWORKS PUN WRITING WORKSHOP GROWN-UP GUIDE

Lead a 20-30 minute pun-writing workshop.

Use the student pages for independent work, partners, a literacy center, or a whole-group mini-lesson. The goal
is playful language practice, not a perfect joke on the first try.

01 MODEL THE TWO MEANINGS

Name the ordinary meaning and surprising meaning before discussing why the combination works.

02 BRAINSTORM BEFORE DRAFTING

Build a generous word bank. Actions, homophones, and idioms are useful ingredients.

04 CELEBRATE REVISION

Choose one change that improves clarity, surprise, rhythm, or kindness.

USEFUL FEEDBACK PROMPTS

® | noticed these two meanings... ® |understood the pun when...

® What would happen if you changed... ® Can the setup give us one more clue?
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